
Definitions under Colorado Revised Statutes1 

Consent: (C.R.S. § 18-3-401) 

(1.5) "Consent" means cooperation in act or attitude pursuant to an exercise of free will and 
with knowledge of the nature of the act. A current or previous relationship shall not be 
sufficient to constitute consent under the provisions of this part 4. Submission under the 
influence of fear shall not constitute consent. Nothing in this definition shall be construed to 
affect the admissibility of evidence or the burden of proof in regard to the issue of consent 
under this part 4. 

Dating Violence: 2 

Dating violence is when one person purposely hurts or scares someone they are dating. 
Dating violence happens to people of all races, cultures, incomes, and education levels. 
It can happen on a first date, or when you are deeply in love. It can happen whether 
you are young or old, and in heterosexual or same-sex relationships.  
 
Dating violence includes: 

• Physical abuse like hitting, shoving, kicking, biting, or throwing things 

• Emotional abuse like yelling, name-calling, bullying, embarrassing, keeping 

you away from your friends, saying you deserve the abuse, or giving gifts to 

"make up" for the abuse.  

• Sexual abuse like forcing you to do something sexual (such as kissing or 

touching) or doing something sexual when you cannot agree to it (like when you 

are very drunk).  

 
Domestic Violence: (C.R.S. § 18-6-800.3)  
As used in this part 8, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
(1) "Domestic violence" means an act or threatened act of violence upon a person with 
whom the actor is or has been involved in an intimate relationship. "Domestic violence" also 
includes any other crime against a person, or against property, including an animal, or any 
municipal ordinance violation against a person, or against property, including an animal, 
when used as a method of coercion, control, punishment, intimidation, or revenge directed 
against a person with whom the actor is or has been involved in an intimate relationship. 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  These	  definitions	  are	  provided	  for	  reference	  only	  and	  are	  not	  provided	  in	  their	  entirety.	  	  To	  review	  the	  full	  
language	  of	  each	  statute,	  please	  visit	  http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/.	  	  Please	  also	  refer	  to	  the	  
definitions	  in	  Naropa’s	  Gender	  Equity,	  Sexual	  Misconduct	  and	  Relationship	  Violence	  Policy	  and	  Procedure	  as	  the	  
definitions	  listed	  therein	  will	  be	  used	  to	  adjudicate	  all	  complaints	  filed	  thereunder.	  
2	  There	  is	  no	  criminal	  statute	  or	  definition	  regarding	  dating	  violence	  under	  Colorado	  law.	  	  The	  information	  provided	  
was	  taken	  from	  the	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  Health	  and	  Human	  Services.	  	  www.womenshealth.gov.	  	  



(2) "Intimate relationship" means a relationship between spouses, former spouses, past or 
present unmarried couples, or persons who are both the parents of the same child 
regardless of whether the persons have been married or have lived together at any time. 
 
Harassment: (C.R.S. § 18-9-111) 

 
(1) A person commits harassment if, with intent to harass, annoy, or alarm another person, 
he or she: 
 
(a) Strikes, shoves, kicks, or otherwise touches a person or subjects him to physical 
contact; or 
 
(b) In a public place directs obscene language or makes an obscene gesture to or at another 
person; or 
 
(c) Follows a person in or about a public place; or 
 
(d) Repealed. 
 
(e) Initiates communication with a person, anonymously or otherwise, by telephone, 
telephone network, data network, text message, instant message, computer, computer 
network, or computer system in a manner intended to harass or threaten bodily injury or 
property damage, or makes any comment, request, suggestion, or proposal by telephone, 
computer, computer network, or computer system that is obscene; or 
 
(f) Makes a telephone call or causes a telephone to ring repeatedly, whether or not a 
conversation ensues, with no purpose of legitimate conversation; or 
 
(g) Makes repeated communications at inconvenient hours that invade the privacy of 
another and interfere in the use and enjoyment of another's home or private residence or 
other private property; or 
 
(h) Repeatedly insults, taunts, challenges, or makes communications in offensively coarse 
language to, another in a manner likely to provoke a violent or disorderly response. 
 
(1.5) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires, "obscene" means a 
patently offensive description of ultimate sexual acts or solicitation to commit ultimate 
sexual acts, whether or not said ultimate sexual acts are normal or perverted, actual or 
simulated, including masturbation, cunnilingus, fellatio, anilingus, or excretory functions. 
 

Sexual Assault: (C.R.S. § 18-3-402) 

 
(1) Any actor who knowingly inflicts sexual intrusion or sexual penetration on a victim 
commits sexual assault if: 



 
(a) The actor causes submission of the victim by means of sufficient consequence 
reasonably calculated to cause submission against the victim's will; or 
 
(b) The actor knows that the victim is incapable of appraising the nature of the victim's 
conduct; or 
 
(c) The actor knows that the victim submits erroneously, believing the actor to be the 
victim's spouse; or 
 
(d) At the time of the commission of the act, the victim is less than fifteen years of age and 
the actor is at least four years older than the victim and is not the spouse of the victim; or 
 
(e) At the time of the commission of the act, the victim is at least fifteen years of age but 
less than seventeen years of age and the actor is at least ten years older than the victim 
and is not the spouse of the victim; or 
 
(f) The victim is in custody of law or detained in a hospital or other institution and the actor 
has supervisory or disciplinary authority over the victim and uses this position of authority 
to coerce the victim to submit, unless the act is incident to a lawful search; or 
 
(g) The actor, while purporting to offer a medical service, engages in treatment or 
examination of a victim for other than a bona fide medical purpose or in a manner 
substantially inconsistent with reasonable medical practices; or 
 
(h) The victim is physically helpless and the actor knows the victim is physically helpless 
and the victim has not consented. 

 

Stalking: (C.R.S. § 18-3-602) 

 
(1) A person commits stalking if directly, or indirectly through another person, the person 
knowingly: 
 
(a) Makes a credible threat to another person and, in connection with the threat, repeatedly 
follows, approaches, contacts, or places under surveillance that person, a member of that 
person's immediate family, or someone with whom that person has or has had a continuing 
relationship; or 
 
(b) Makes a credible threat to another person and, in connection with the threat, repeatedly 
makes any form of communication with that person, a member of that person's immediate 
family, or someone with whom that person has or has had a continuing relationship, 
regardless of whether a conversation ensues; or 
 
(c) Repeatedly follows, approaches, contacts, places under surveillance, or makes any form 



of communication with another person, a member of that person's immediate family, or 
someone with whom that person has or has had a continuing relationship in a manner that 
would cause a reasonable person to suffer serious emotional distress and does cause that 
person, a member of that person's immediate family, or someone with whom that person 
has or has had a continuing relationship to suffer serious emotional distress. For purposes of 
this paragraph (c), a victim need not show that he or she received professional treatment or 
counseling to show that he or she suffered serious emotional distress. 
 
(2) For the purposes of this part 6: 
 
(a) Conduct "in connection with" a credible threat means acts that further, advance, 
promote, or have a continuity of purpose, and may occur before, during, or after the 
credible threat. 
 
(b) "Credible threat" means a threat, physical action, or repeated conduct that would cause 
a reasonable person to be in fear for the person's safety or the safety of his or her 
immediate family or of someone with whom the person has or has had a continuing 
relationship. The threat need not be directly expressed if the totality of the conduct would 
cause a reasonable person such fear. 
 
(c) "Immediate family" includes the person's spouse and the person's parent, grandparent, 
sibling, or child. 
 
(d) "Repeated" or "repeatedly" means on more than one occasion. 

 

Unlawful Sexual Contact: (C.R.S. § 18-3-404) 
 
(1) Any actor who knowingly subjects a victim to any sexual contact commits unlawful 
sexual contact if: 
 
(a) The actor knows that the victim does not consent; or 
 
(b) The actor knows that the victim is incapable of appraising the nature of the victim's 
conduct; or 
 
(c) The victim is physically helpless and the actor knows that the victim is physically 
helpless and the victim has not consented; or 
 
(d) The actor has substantially impaired the victim's power to appraise or control the 
victim's conduct by employing, without the victim's consent, any drug, intoxicant, or other 
means for the purpose of causing submission; or 
 
(e) Repealed. 
 
(f) The victim is in custody of law or detained in a hospital or other institution and the actor 



has supervisory or disciplinary authority over the victim and uses this position of authority, 
unless incident to a lawful search, to coerce the victim to submit; or 
 
(g) The actor engages in treatment or examination of a victim for other than bona fide 
medical purposes or in a manner substantially inconsistent with reasonable medical 
practices. 
 
(1.5) Any person who knowingly, with or without sexual contact, induces or coerces a child 
by any of the means set forth in section 18-3-402 to expose intimate parts or to engage in 
any sexual contact, intrusion, or penetration with another person, for the purpose of the 
actor's own sexual gratification, commits unlawful sexual contact. For the purposes of this 
subsection (1.5), the term "child" means any person under the age of eighteen years. 


