
 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Letter 
November 25, 2009 
 
  
Dear members of the Naropa Community, 
  
As we all travel to various places to celebrate the upcoming holiday in our own  
traditions, I would like to reflect on some of the many reasons for which I am truly 
thankful this year. 
  
It has been a year of change for my family and me as we have become part of this 
amazing community. We have enjoyed such a warm welcome and positive response that I 
often find myself contemplating how wonderful it is to be here. I am thankful for every 
one of you who has taken time from your various responsibilities to say hello or meet 
with me. Even more importantly, I am thankful that you use your gifts and talents to 
make Naropa a better place and that you seek to make a difference in the world. 
  
I am thankful for Naropa’s passionate and reflective student body that is not satisfied 
with the status quo and desires to create a vision for what the world can be. I am enriched 
by the ways that you, as students, instruct me on a daily basis. Your commitment and 
enthusiasm are an inspiration to me. 
  
I am thankful for Naropa’s professional staff members who come to work daily with 
smiles on their faces, realizing that the work that they do makes Naropa University and 
the world a better place. Such dedication is uncommon. Your love for Naropa is evident 
in the way you carry yourselves and in the pride that you exhibit when you speak about 
Naropa. I am delighted to work in such an environment. 
  
I am thankful for Naropa’s faculty whose hearts are truly genuine in their love for the 
students they teach. While I see faculty members’ passion for the subject areas they 
teach, I appreciate their deep desire to embrace our students where they are and help 
prepare them for a life of compassion and service. 
  
I am thankful for all the members of the administration from board members to senior 
staff to committee members to those who support them. Without your collective effort, 
the mission of Naropa could not be realized. Your work matters. I am thankful for the 
ways you collaborate to advance this amazing institution. 



  
An unknown author once said, these words: Regardless of differences, we strive shoulder 
to shoulder... [T]eamwork can be summed up in five short words: "We believe in each 
other."  
  
Since arriving at Naropa, I have discovered that we do believe in each other. I can think 
of no better reason to be thankful this season. As I celebrate the holiday with students  
and family, your faces and names will be on my mind as I remember the truest and 
deepest reasons to be thankful. I wish you and yours the most warm and meaningful 
thanksgiving holiday. 
  
In the spirit of service, 

 
Dr. Stuart C. Lord 
President 


