
 
 
October 8, 2010 
 
Dear Community, 

Our mission statement affirms, “Naropa values ethnic and cultural differences for 
their essential role in education. It embraces the richness of human diversity with 
the aim of fostering a more just and equitable society and an expanded awareness 
of our common humanity.” http://www.naropa.edu/about/mission.cfm 

In the wake of the recent gay youth suicides (see article here), our commitment to 
diversity takes on an even greater sense of urgency. I ask that each and every one 
of us comes together in support of our LGBTQIA community with more 
commitment, compassion, and courage than ever before. With the 
transformation of our policies on diversity to a campus-wide responsibility, we 
can embrace this opportunity to each stand for LGBTQIA rights and support the 
movement with our presence and our actions.  

October 11 is National Coming Out Day, a day that encourages gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender people to publicly state who they are.  Student Affairs, 
students, and the student group, People Like Us, have scheduled a series of 
events to create awareness, gather support and show our solidarity.  

Events begin today and continue through early next week. Please go to 
http://www.naropa.edu/studentlife/di_lgbtqia.cfm for details. Some area 
resources can be found at Area Resources. 

In addition to these events, the first hour (9:30-10:00 am) of Practice Day, 
Tuesday, October 12, will be a tonglen practice for all who are affected and wish 
to attend. Provost Stuart Sigman will speak about the recent suicides and offer 
personal reflections on the importance of compassionate practice; Reed Bye, the 
umdze (timer), will lead the practice.  

I also want to open my home for a reception at 5 p.m. tomorrow, Saturday, 
October 9, in honor of LGBTQIA Awareness Month. No RSVP is required. 
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Please join us for any of these events; participate in any way that you can.  I 
encourage you to come out as an ally. It is through our shared experience, our 
actions, and our hearts, that we transform the world. 

 "Silence in the face of evil is itself evil; God will not hold us guiltless. 
Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act."  - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

In Solidarity, 
 
Stuart C. Lord 
President 

 

 
 
 


